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UDC Firebird Film Festival Brings Films to the Community to  
Engage in Meaningful Dialogue 

September 18 – 23, 2017 
 

Washington, DC – The University of the District of Columbia announces the “UDC Firebird 
Film Festival,” beginning September 18 through September 23. All of the films are free and will 
be shown in the UDC Student Center, located at 4200 Connecticut Ave. NW, and each will be 
followed by a moderated discussion to explore the cultural, historical and social issues presented 
on the screen. 
 
This inaugural presentation of the UDC Firebird Film Festival includes a remarkable collection 
of both fiction and documentary films which tackle some of the most compelling human and 
civil rights concerns of our times. The six films selected explore a diverse range of issues from 
immigration to civil rights, sexual identity to gender equality, and the ongoing and recently 
volatile debate of race in America. The film series is intended to promote tolerance and 
understanding, and to initiate open and meaningful discussions about important issues and ideas 
that shape our lives.  
 
“This collection of films offers rich insight into our society and culture, and connects us to some 
of our proudest and most shameful moments in American history,” said UDC President Ronald 
Mason, Jr. “These are movies that everyone should see, and UDC is proud to make them 
available to the public.”  
 
The festival kicks off on Monday, September 18th at 6:00 p.m. with the Oscar-nominated film, 
“What Happened, Miss Simone?” This 2015 biographical documentary is directed by Liz 
Garbus, and chronicles the life and legend of Nina Simone, an American singer and civil rights 
activist whose bearing and stage presence earned her the title "High Priestess of Soul." Simone’s 
outspoken personality and commentary on civil rights made her one of the most influential 
recording artists of the 20th century. Followed by a special jazz performance from the UDC 
Jazztet. (This event is invitation only.  Please contact Rodney Trapp, VP of Advancement at 
Rodney.trapp@udc.edu) 
 
Other films in the series include: 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday, September 19th @ 6:00 p.m.   
“Check It” – Feature-length documentary film directed by Dana Flor and Toby Oppenheimer 
offers a story of hope and resilience. The film explores African American gay and transgender 
youths struggling to survive in one of Washington, D.C.’s most violent neighborhoods. It is an 
intimate portrait of five childhood friends as they claw their way out of gang life through the 
unlikely avenue of fashion.  
 
Wednesday, September 20th @ 6:00 p.m. 
 “LA 92” –  Twenty-five years after the verdict in the Rodney King trial sparked several days of 
protests, violence and looting in Los Angeles, LA 92 immerses viewers in that tumultuous period 
through stunning and rarely seen archival footage. Directed by Oscar winners Dan Lindsay and 
TJ Martin, the film looks at the events of 1992 from a multitude of vantage points, bringing a 
fresh perspective to a pivotal moment that still reverberates today.  
 
Thursday, September 21st @ 6:00 p.m. 
“Sin Nombre” – Mexican-American adventure thriller film written and directed by Cary Joji 
Fukunaga, about a Honduran girl trying to immigrate to the U.S.A., and a boy caught up in the 
violence of gang life who also needs to escape. Filmed in Spanish, the film's title means 
"Nameless." It won several awards, including the prizes for directing and cinematography at the 
2009 Sundance Film Festival. 
 
Saturday, September 23, 2017 @ 2:00 p.m. 
“Queen of Katwe” – A biographical sports drama directed by Mira Nair and based on a vibrant 
true story starring Oscar winner Lupita Nyong’o. The Disney film depicts how a poor Ugandan 
girl’s life changes forever when she discovers she has an amazing talent for chess. A celebration 
of the human spirit, the film had its first screening at the 2016 Toronto International Film 
Festival. 
 
At 12:00 the doors will open for a special chess instruction/demonstration by founder Tai 
Campbell of “Taken Back Our Community (TBOC) a community-based non-profit focused 
on spreading a positive, uplifting message of working together”. (http://tbocnow.org/) We are 
inviting young people to come learn and play the amazing game of chess.  Demonstration/class 
starts at 12:30. The chess demonstration will be held in Heritage Hall of the Student Center. 
 
Saturday, September 23, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m.  
“I Am Not Your Negro” – 2016 Oscar-nominated documentary film directed by Raoul Peck, 
based on James Baldwin's unfinished manuscript “Remember This House.” Narrated by actor 
Samuel L. Jackson, the film explores the history of racism in the United States through Baldwin's 
reminiscences of civil rights leaders Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr, as 
well as his personal observations of American history. 
 
All of the films are free.  Please RSVP for all screenings at the Firebird Film Festival website. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

All films will be presented at the UDC Student Center, located at 4200 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20008. Take Metro Red Line to UDC/Van Ness stop. On street and garage 
parking are available.   
 
All of our university community, community partners and members of the DC area are 
encouraged to attend.   
 
For more information and details please visit www.udc.edu/udcfilmfestival. 
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 Instagram @universityofdc 
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